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The  Chairman  (Mr®  R.  Payne,  J.P.)  The  Vice  - 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

51st  DECEMBER ,  1955* 


Mr •  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Oncemore  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  submit  a  report  on  the  Public  Health  and  Welfare  of  the 
Rural  District  of  Wisbech* 

'Your  previous  Medical  Officer  of  Health  resigned  in  early 
1956,  before  a  report  was  begun,  and  I  did  not  become 
responsible  until  July,  1956.  I  would  therefore  like  to 
acknowledge  the  invaluable  work  of  Mr.  March,  your  Public  Health 
Inspector,  without  whom  there  could  be  no  report. 

I  also  wish  to  add  my  personal  thanks  to  both  Mr.  March 
and  Mr*  Dixon  and  to  their  staffs,  for  all  the  help  I  have 
received  since  my  term  of  office  began. 

I  am  grateful,  too,  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Council 
for  their  kind  welcome  at  my  first  meetings  here. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District  . . .  49*841  acreso 

Registrar  General !s  estimate  of  mid  year 

population  for  1955  . .  12,360 

Estimated  mid-year  population  for  1954  . .  12,350 

Estimated  mid-year  population  for  1953  .  12,280 

Rateable  value  1st  April,  1955  . . .  • . £33 >578 

Rateable  value  1st  April,  1954  . . .  £33*227 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  .  £141# 8s#  ldo 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  according  to  rate 

books  .....  4069 
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VITAL 

STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS  - 

174. 

Wisbech  R.D. 

Adminis- 

Englanc 

M 

F 

Birth  Rate. 

trative 

and  Wales 

Tad  juste dT. 

County. 

TOTAL 

84 

90 

14.07 

15.07 

15.0 

Legitimate 

84 

84 

Illegitimate 

- 

6 

Area  comparabil 

ity  Factor  (Births)  1*00 

(Birth  rate  per 

1,000  of 

the  estimated 

resident  mid 

-1955 

population)* 

STILL  BIRTHS  - 

5. 

M 

F 

Wisbech  Rural 

P  dminis- 

England 

District . 

trat ive 

and  Wales 

Still  Birth  Rate*  County. 

TOTAL 

2 

3 

27.93 

24.79 

23.10 

Legit  imate 

2 

3 

- 

I lie git imate 

- 

- 

Rate  per  1,000 

total 

(Live  and  Still)  B 

irths. 

DEATHS  (all  cau 

ses )  • 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

Wisbech  R.D. 

Adminis- 

England 

Death  Rate. 

trat ive 

and  Wales; 

( adjusted ) • 

County. 

104 

56 

48 

8.32 

11.86 

11.7 

Area  comparability  Factor  (Deaths)  0,99. 

(Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  mid-1955 

population) • 


DEATHS  -  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  -  Nil* 


DEATHS  -  Infants 

under 

1  year  of  age 

M 

F 

Wisbech  R.D. 

Adminis- 

Engl  an 

Infant  Mortality 

trat ive 

and  Wales 

Rate . 

County. 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

1 

0 

5.74 

15.706 

24.9 

1 

0 

I lie git imate 

— 

— 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (cont'd). 
DEATHS  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  -  Nil* 
DEATHS  from  Cancer  -  All  ages  -  14, 


GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

ElNL_Exe cut j.ye  Council  —  Dank  House,  West  End,  March. 
Clerk  -  A.ReMarsh,  Esq®, 


East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  -  117,  Chesterton  Koad, 

Cambridge  -  Senior  Administrative  Medical  Officer  - 

Dr.  J .B.Ewen. 

(a)  GENERAL : 

(I)  North  Cambridgeshire  Hospital,  Wisbech. 

(II)  Clarkson  Hospital,  Wisbech. 

(III)  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough. 

(IV)  Addenbrooks  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

(V)  Doddington  Hospital,  Doddington. 

(b)  MATERNITY: 

(1)  Bowthorpe  Maternity  Home,  Wisbech. 

(c)  INFECTIOUS: 

(l)  Isolation  Hospital,  Peterborough. 

(d)  SANATORIA: 

Accommodation  is  provided  through  the  East -Anglian 

Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(e)  MENTAL: 

Accommodation  is  provided  through  the  East  Anglian 

Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(f)  VENEREAL  DISEASE: 

(I)  Addenbrooks  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

(II)  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital. 

(III)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital. 


-3- 


GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES  (cont’d). 
( g )  MEDICAL  EQUIPMENT  SERVICE : 


Medical  equipment  is  provided  on  loan  by  the  St.  Johns 
Ambulance  Division  and  The  Red  Cross  Medical  Loan  Depot 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

MIDWIFERY,  GENERAL  SICK  NURSING  RI1D  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING, 

The  Nursing  Staff  is  employed  by  the  Isle  of  Ely  County 
Council,  either  directly  or  by  arrangement  with  the  County 
Nursing  Association  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

In  the  parishes  given  all  those  undertaking  midwifery  and 
general  nursing  are  qualified  to  administer  gas/air  analgesia 
and  Pe the dine  and  the  necessary  number  of  gas/air  machines  are 
available  for  their  use. 

ELM,  UPWELL  AND  OUTWELL . 


Miss  G.A.  Webster, 

S  ®  C  *  M  ® 

Relief  Midwife, 

Halfpenny  Lane , 

II.  V.  Cert. 

General  Nursing, 

ELM. 

Q.N. 

Public  Health  Nursiri 

(Wisbech  1806). 

School  Nurse. 

Miss  J,  Parrott , 

S.C.M. 

Relief  Midwife, 

10,  Crown  Avenue, 

II. V. Cert. 

General  Nursing, 

CHRISTCHURCH. 

Q.N. 

Public  Health  Nursiij 

(Christchurch  280). 

School  Nurse. 

Mrs.  J.B.D.  Denson, 

8,  Bungalow, 

S.C.M. 

Midwifery  Only. 

Gosmoor  Lane, 

ELM. 

(Pr idaybridge  246). 


WISBECH  ST.  MARY  AND  PARSON  DROVE. 


Mrs.  A.L.  Guiver, 

S.R.N. 

Midwifery  Only. 

"Pitsdale" 

S.C.M. 

LEVERINGTON. 

(Wisbech  St.  Mary  244)* 

Miss  M.E.  Joynt , 

S.C.M. 

Wisbech  St®  Mary  - 

Nurses  House , 

II.  V. Cert . 

General  Nursing  OnW 

Church  Road, 

Q.N. 

Parson  Drove  - 

WISBECH  ST.  MARY. 

Public  Health  Nurs-.g< 

(Wisbech  St.  Mary  249)* 
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SIGIC  TnmaTwn  >wn  PU-XIC  ;:EALI, 


LEYERINGTON ,  NEWTON  AMD  TYDD  ST.  <TTT.TC.g . 


XiTII  NURSING-  (cont  ’X 


Miss  E.M.  Burdett, 
High  Hoad, 
GOREFIELD, 

Hr,  Wisbech. 


Miss  E.T.  Taylor, 
Leigh  Bank, 

Lever ingt on  Hoad, 
WISBECH. 


Miss  G.  White , 

10,  Crown  Avenue, 
CHRISTCHUBCII. 
(Christchurch  280). 


Midwifery, 
General  Nursing. 


Health  Visitor, 

Public  Health  Nursing 
in  the  Parishes  not 
covered.  School  Nurse 
for  all  these  Parishes0 


S.H.N. 

Part  1  Mid. Cert 
H.V.Cert • 


Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitor. 


AMBULANCE  AMD  IIOSPTTAL  GAR  rovTni? . 


COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVTfMfi- 
Infant  Welfare  Centres : 

(Walsoken  Parish  Hall)  . 

,o)  Guyhirn  (Village  Hall)  . .  | . 

o)  Parson  Drove  (Church  Hall)  .  * . 

d)  Leverington  (Church  Nall)  ..  . . . 

e  Pridaybridge  (Church  Hall)  .  . 

f)  Christchurch  (Parish  Room)  . . .*!.*!*** 

(g)  Newton. (Women's  Institute) 

(Opened  July,  1955)  . .. . 

School  Minor  Ailment  Clinics 

S°Unty  Slinics,  Lynn  Road,  Wisbech. 

(b)  Beaupre  School,  Outwell. 


Friday. 

3rd  Thursday. 
1st  Wednesday^ 
2nd  Tuesday. 
4th  Wednesdays, 
1st  and  3rd 
Tuesdays. 

1st  Thursday. 


School  Dental  m-irvin. 
(a)  Lynn  Road,  Wisbech. 


Home  Help  Service ; 

Organised  and  operated  by  County  Council. 
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COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVICES  (cont’d). 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation : 

Premises  -  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Staff® 

Bedding,  clothing,  etc®,  which  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  this 
department  are  sent  to  Peterborough  Isolation  Hospital. 

Laboratory  Services: 

(a)  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 

Tennis  Court  Road, 

Cambridge. 

(Director  -  Dr.  Pry). 

(b)  Public  Analyst, 

S.  Greenburgh,  P.II.D.D. Sc .  ,  F.R.I.C., 

25,  St.  Barnabas  Road,  Cambridge** 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifications. 

Dysentery  . . . . . . . . .  1 

Typhoid  Fever  . . . . . .  •  0 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . . 0 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . . 1 

Scarlet  Fever  . L\. 

Whooping  Cough . 58 

Diphtheria . 0 

Erysipelas  . . 1 

Smallp  ox . 0 

Measles . . . 73 

Pneumonia . 0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including  Polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic  . 2 

Non-paralytic  .  4 

Food  Poisoning  . . 0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 0 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . . 10 

Malar  ia . 0 

Infective  Jaundice  . . 1 

Ophthalmia  Ne onat orum  . . 1 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  houses  completed  during  1955:- 


Council  Houses  14 
Bungal ows  4 

18 


Private  22* 


Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  end  of  1955: 


Council  Houses 
Bungalows 


UUFIT  HOITSNS. 


26 

Jt 

^0 


Private  15* 


is  possible  to  rehouse0Uhrtena^tse8LhCo^oi^houIesTant  °r  11 

“s!f r  5rea  1 

0  noURe“j  and  Closing  Orders  were  made  upon  3  houses 
WATER  STTPPT.V- 

wateHma inhere  llfa  whHst  HU’  1955  1’133  a™*®  <* 

1QS8  ip  1,77  Tr  ,  aia  wuilst  during  the  year  ended  March  31st 

^^l^^ds^of  main  were  laid  ?  the  considerable^^ 
its  way  to  Wimb  1  in rt on ^wh -p-r  maia  through  Christchurch  on 
to  theywat°er“Sp“f position 

and  Ba^eriologicairexamHatinn0™e0si0aS  Were  made*  Chemical 
that  the  high  standard  of  purity  wafmaintained!  ^  Sh°Wed 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AilD  CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

praoticalUrn+^tly4.<?°lleotion  of  household  refuse  covers 
3^50  h^sL!  Sntlre  distriot’  available  to  loml 

One  cesspool  emptier  is  fully  occupied  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Madam  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

s  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1955* 


Causes  of  Death.  Male. 

’  55* 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory . 0 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . 0 

Syphilitic  Disease  . . 0 

Diphtheria . •*••••  0 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . ^ .  •  0 

Meningococcal  Infections  •  . . 0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . ........  0 

Measles  oo.o»o»*.....e>o«......«.....o  0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases  .  0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach . 0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ••  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . »•••  0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  0 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms . 4 

Leukeamia,  aleukeamia  . .  2 

Diabetes  . 0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ••  14 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  1 

Other  heart  disease  . .  8 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . 3 

Influenza  .  0 

Pneumonia .  0 

Bronchitis  . . 3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system.  0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . . .  0 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ••  0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ..•••  0 

Congenital  malformations' .  0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases  .  3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 0 

All  other  accidents  1 

Suicide  ••••••••. . 2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . .  0 


All  causes  . .  56 


H^iLQASBS  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUEERCULOSTS 


1255. 


AgePeriod 


H.|,.1M,.'I/I  +n.p;H  Ml 


W.WWMOTW*  «TWM.-,.V 


years)' 


Hew  Cases, 


Deaths. 


1 

6 


Respiratory. ,  Non^Hes^lratory. i  ResEjy1atory a  j Hon-Resoirotrvry.. 


M 


1 

1 


F 


-  1 

~  5 

-  15 
16  -  25 
26  -  35 
36  -  45 
46  -  55 
56  -  65 
65  x 

Mww-fwnw^wtwtfrfi  utM  wtt*  /»•  -mn- 

Totals 


4 

l 

l 


M 


1 


M 


F 


M 


F 


7  J  -  1 

. *  '  '> . ^^JVinTSStCin.? T*.  1P",--ifr!WJi~trvanr  '  umt, »  mn  1  m 

'  ls*aM® “ liin in  111 1  mm  1  ii>  1  iw  ■«— 1 1 1  imp iiiiiiiiiiii wimmihwiiwmii inriiwntiwiim  i  iiMimj. 


f 

f 

- 

t  -  _ 

; 

! 

i  : 

!  -  -  1 

*Bl«3CTf!BaMW5l?flWjBSE3agfc!P?lBS5*4S®®&V 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948* 


Part  1  of  the  Act* 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  pro 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  In 

I  '  "W»  . . .  .  wiw.w-i*, m-mm-mw •>  -rw*w*rr  n**m* 


Inspectors) 


(i) 


(ii) 


( iii) 


Premises* 

(1) 


premises) 


Factories  in 
which  Sections 
1 ,2,3,4  and  6 
are  to  be 
enforced  by 
Local  Authorit¬ 
ies. 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which 
Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

Other  premises 
in  which 
Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
Y/orhors 


I 


M/c  | 
line 


Number 

on 


(2)1 


( 3) 


i. .  . . Number,  of  .  . 

M/c 

\ Inspect 

Written 

Occ* 

line 

|  ions 

Notices 

Prs  fctd 

-No* 

(4) 

I 

f  . . . . . 

(5) 

j 

. . . .  . .  .... 

(6) 

(7) 

I 

; 

■* 

l 

.  .  JLLJJL  ■  -  -ii..  L 

: 

i 

49 


39 


35 


59 


3 


I 

[ 

I 

L 


Total 


84 


98 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1957  and  1948  (cont'd). 


2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 


(1) 


T ot als  • « • 


a 

M/c  j  Number  of  cases  in 
line?  which  defects  were  found. 
No©  ! Found  Kerned  Deferred, 


(2)  I  (3) 


\  Pros  M/c 


j  ecut 

I  ed. 


Want  of  cleanliness  \ 

(s.i)  ]  4 

Overcrowding  (s02)  |  5 

Unreasonable  temper¬ 
ature  (s,3)  |  6 

Inadequate  vent ailat ion- 

(s.4)  ;  7 

Ineffective  drainage  j 
of  Floors  (s,6)  j  8 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(so7)  ! 

(a)  Insufficient  j  9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  \  10 

(c)  Not  separate  j 

for  sexes  i  11 

j 

Other  offences  against  l 
the  Act  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  j  12 
to  Outwork),  i 


r 

F 

I 


i  - 


ii  •ntamwmmmnm 


(4) 


line 

No. 


Tc  II. M.  j  By  II. M.  , 

Inspect? Inspect? 

(5)  i  ( 6)  1(7)  (8) 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


-11- 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  ancl  condemned  in  whole  or  in  •papt. 


I . 


Number  killed  ( if 
known) 


Number  inspected 


Carcases  of  which 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 


ome 


Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tubercul¬ 
osis  and  cysticerci. 


i"  mrwH'.:-' inri'  m 


Tuberculosis  only: 


Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 


Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 


Cyst icercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 


Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 


Generalised 

condemned. 


and  totally 


.f  £  aw 


All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  j 

Cysticerci, 

Whole  carcases  condemned  j 


Cattle , ] 
exclud-J  Cows, 
ing 

.C  qjksl* . 


7£ 

70 


16 

16 


Calves • 


14 


2CF/o 


12,5 


h-*— *  . . . 

”  "1 — ■:  r 

1 

* 

i 

! 

- 

i  - 

— 

1 

6 

1  1  - 

— 

21 

| 

8.5 

6.25 

— 

- 

u.i 

1 

■ 

_ 

i 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 


65 

65 


Pigs, 


Horses 


511 


t 


511 


18 


27.7  ?  4C% 


204 


"T 


{ 
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